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CHAIRMAN’S
MESSAGE

The venue is the Woodside
Park Synagogue and further
details can be obtained from
Gloria Holman, the Chair of
Woodside Park club.

elcome to the Pesach
edition of our ever
popular journal. As
usual there are highlights, and
regretfully disappointments.
Several clubs have closed,
and I would like to thank their
chairs and committees for
making the effort to save their
branches.

I am frankly surprised that
Cockfosters club, who have
been so capably run by Jerry
Greenberg and his late wife for
so many years, and who have
a regular attendance of over
40, could not find one
volunteer to take on the
responsibility of Chairman.
Without volunteer helpers the
organisation cannot continue,
so my message to all
members is to support your
chair in every way possible.
We have a new deputy
Chairman, Per Simonsson,
who is shadowing me closely,
and he has his own
programme on how to
revitalise JACS. Using
modern communication
methods, Per is updating our
website JumpingJacs.org.uk.
When completed it will show

all the clubs' programmes
so that anyone can refer to it
and see exactly the
programmes which are on
offer. Don't forget that once
you are member of JACS, you
are entitled to visit any club
and only pay their entrance
fee. By referring to the web
site you can see an attractive
choice of programmes, and
visit both a Wednesday club
and a Thursday one.

By now you will be familiar
with the details of the
forthcoming May holiday in
Eastbourne, and Barbara and I
look forward to welcoming old
and new friends.
On the 10 June there is going
to be a performance of the
opera Carmen. Some of the
clubs have already heard their
principal singer, Bronwen
Stevens, and this should be a
very exciting afternoon.

Barbara and I have attended
six birthday parties for
members who have celebrated
their 100th birthday, and we
were blown away by their
energy and enthusiasm for life
that they displayed. Please let
me know if you have any
100th birthdays coming up.
Once again, well done Angela
Feuer in producing this
publication, together with her
assistance Gloria Holman.
Barbara and I hope that you
had a happy and good
Pesach.
Harold Newman MBE
National Chairman JACS
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Time flies like an arrow; but fruit flies like a banana.
Groucho Marx

GANTS HILL JACS

he 2018 AGM of the Gants Hill
JACS was held at 2a clarence
Avenue on the 1st March, which
was Purim. Some of the committee
were consequently in fancy dress!

Due to the adverse weather conditions
only 2 JACS members and 2
representatives of the National JACS
executive were able to join the
local committee members for the
afternoon.

Those attending had no major difficulty
almost finishing off the Hamentashen
provided.
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Thinking of joining JACS but
would like some questions
answered before you do?
Speak to SHEILA LEVITT our National Secretary.
Her phone number is:

020 8954 6434

She’ll be happy to help you!

WEBSITE

WWW.JUMPINGJACS.ORG.UK
The web master is Sharon Doron who
can be contacted directly on
sharondoron@gmail.com

JACS - NEXT ISSUE

The Journal is printed in time for Pesach and
just prior to Rosh Hashanah. Please let us
have your articles in good time.

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO
EDIT COPY WHERE NECESSARY.
Almost everything you read in newspapers,
books and magazines and all illustrations are
somebody’s copyright including JACS
JOURNAL; no part of which may be
reproduced without permission. The copyright
holder might be the publication in which it
appeared or the writer or artist who produced
it. Before sending it to us for publication it
requires a telephone call to the publication to
obtain permission to reprint it in our JACS
JOURNAL. Ask for written confirmation and
what acknowledgement is required.
If it is worth publishing it must certainly
be worth making that phone call, right?
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There’s something special about coming together to celebrate all festivals.
That’s why for someone like Alan, who lives with dementia every day of the year,
we try and make every festival memorable. We need to raise £3,000 every
single day just to care for people living with dementia.
Will you help make sure that no one has to face dementia alone this
Pesach and beyond?
To donate please call 020 8922 2600 or visit jewishcare.org/donate

#PeopleOfJewishCare

Charity Reg No. 802559

We make
sure Alan
celebrates
every
festival

H

I like to write when I feel spiteful. It is like having a good snooze.
D H Lawrence

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

STAYING IN TOUCH …….
ow does one stay in touch?
Philosophizing – do you subscribe to the
adage by writing long letters telling all the
news in glorious technicolour (beloved by
Americans), by sending a card for either
birthday, anniversary or condolence with a
message – by making a telephone call,
contacting by email or text…… and by any
other means I have not mentioned.

I feel sending any information via social media
is a bit impersonal, but the technological
revolution has surely resolved the dilemma.
Hardly anyone under 30 sends cards or cares
about them. They use Twitter and other such
developments to stay in touch – and they do so
most successfully. Whom am I to buck this
trend? Just because I am not on Facebook
means that I am not up to the 21st Century and
am old fashioned, but wait for it! ….. my
children portray my news as well as their own
on their page, so indeed I am sort of ‘with-it’ –
by default – it must be said. However, like pen
and ink, paper salutations are surely an
endangered species. Additionally, think of all
the artists, illustrators and printers that would go
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out of business if cards disappear, not to
mention the charities who raise money by
selling their missives.

Despite these salient facts, I really like receiving
cards for my birthday and news from far away
friends, so ignore my protestations agin the
carefully chosen cards and missives, which
inevitably end up as non cherished keepsakes
or barely glanced at recycling fodder.

Enough procrastination – I’m joining the 21st
Century and the one click revolution apart from
the immediate family, a distant band of aging
friends (local) and relatives and some friends I
rarely see but want to keep in touch with.

However, the ways one keeps in touch surely
do not matter as LONG AS ONE DOES. They
are often the once a year notation showing that
you are thinking of that particular person –
however fleetingly, and are really appreciated
by the recipient. So …….in the words of that
time honoured classic CARRY ON
REGARDLESS.
Have a happy and healthy Pesach.
Angela Feuer
Editor

PESACH

The only way to get 30 minutes uninterrupted rest in a hospital, is to ring for a nurse.
Old Southern saying

WITH A TONGUE IN MY
CHEEK!

AN EMAIL FROM AN ARAB STUDENT TO
HIS DAD
Dear Dad,

Berlin is wonderful, people are nice and I
really like it here, but Dad I am a bit ashamed
to arrive at my college with my pure gold
Ferrari 599GTB when my teachers and many
fellow students travel by train.
Your son Nasser

The next day, Nasser gets a
reply to his email from his
Dad....

PESACH

My dear loving son,

Twenty million US Dollars have just been
transferred to your account. Please stop
embarrassing us. Go and get yourself a train
too.
Love – your Dad
AND ALSO...

☛ Do you ever wake up, kiss the person
sleeping beside you, and feel glad that you
are alive?
I just did, and apparently will not be
allowed on this airline again...

☛ Every family has one weird
relative - if you don’t know who it
is, then it’s probably YOU!
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Luck is not something you can mention in the presence of self-made men.
E B White

AROUND THE
BRANCHES

MILL HILL JACS
‘BARMITZVAH AND
CHANUKAH
PARTY”

V

ery appropriately the Mill
Hill JACS celebrated
their Barmitzvah as they
were 13 years old, on the 13
December 2017. For this
auspicious event they had
Scott Haynes, a popular
vocalist, entertaining the 150
people gathered together, as
well as laying on a delicious

S

high tea, and finally lighting the
Menorah to commemorate
Chanukah.
Scott entertained the crowd
with selections from Frank
Sinatra, Neil Drummond,
Bobbie Daren and Dean
Martin to name but a few, and
several people got up to dance
to the songs, which created a
happy, friendly atmosphere in
the hall. Harold and Barbara
Newman, (the National
Chairman and National
Secretary) were guests of
honour, and Harold and his
lady did not disappoint as they
were the first up on the floor to
lead the dancing!!

After a delicious tea consisting
of sandwiches, scones and
cream, fishballs and various
cakes as well as the
ubiquitous donuts Rabbi
Schochet lit the Chanukah
lights with Harold Newman
and as per usual entertained
the throng with his jokes
(some of which we had heard
previously – but we still
laughed anyway!).
Thanks should be given to the
committee who had organized
this event so well at Mill Hill.
Angela Feuer
Visiting Editor!

YET ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL
CHANUKAH OCCASION!!

outhgate has done it again! ….. a Chanukah tea
party was enjoyed by 75 members of Southgate
JACS. The hall was festooned with balloons and
decorations and the colourful tablecloths added great
joy to the atmosphere. We had the National Chairman,
Harold Newman, together with his wife, Barbara, as well
as other guests – the Executive Vice Chairman and the
Executive Secretary, who honoured us with their
presence.
We all enjoyed the excellent lunch ordered by our
wonderful Chair, Dorothea Baker. The entertainment
provided by Beverley Stone put all in a happy mood as
was evident by the crowded dance floor.

Dancing with a very lively 101 year old. She had

more energy than me. What an inspiration. Harold
We were also thrilled to have our honorary member,
Mrs Minnie Allsuch. She is 102 years ‘young’, and as fresh as a daisy, as you can see from
the photos. What a joy it was watching Millie beat up that dance floor and able to move better
than many of us. Mr Jonathan Clark, Chairman of RAC Southgate Progressive Synagogue
very kindly stood in for our Rabbi and lit the 8 candles and had everyone joining in very
enthusiastically with a Chanukah song.

We look forward to celebrating again next Chanukah, PG
Vicky Griver, Southgate JACS
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There is no crime, absolutely none, that cannot be condoned when ‘our’ side commits it.
George Orwell

CHANUKAH DO AT NORTHWOOD JACS

PESACH
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One doesn’t realise in early life that the price of freedom is loneliness. To be happy is to be tied.
C S Lewis

NORTHWOOD JACS
FIRST
CENTENARIAN
PEARL RATNER
Born in 1917

The heading says it all!! There
was a record crowd at JACs
Northwood to celebrate Pearl’s
special birthday and a luscious
spread of sandwiches and
cakes to commemorate this
occasion. Pearl had received
a telegram from the Queen
and from the Chief Rabbi.
This was her third celebration
as firstly she had a large family
and friends party at Hendon
United Synagogue where her
children, grandchildren and
many great grandchildren
gathered together, - some
coming to join her from as far
away as Australia. The
second event was at her
abode in Hatch End with her
friends from Lutyens Lodge.
As a preamble to the festivities
at Northwood, Joe Melnick, the
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Chairman, expressed his
delight at the proceedings.
Harold Newman, National
Chairman accompanied by the
National Secretary, Sheila
Levitt, presented Pearl with a
certificate from JACS to mark
the occasion.

Then the birthday girl danced
to the table to cut the cake and
the assembled crowd
honoured her by singing
“Happy birthday to you”.

Pearl thanked the committee
and said how much she
always looked forward to
Wednesdays at the club. She
wished everyone good health
and happiness for many years
to come PG.
What a woman!! I am sure
that with her verve and vitality
she will be around till 120
PG……….
Angela Feuer
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Do not worry about avoiding temptation. As you grow older it will avoid you.
Comedian Joey Adams

PESACH
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Life is always a tightrope or a feather bed. Give me the tightrope.
Edith Wharton

THE MASTER OF
THE HIVE AT
BEEHIVE

A

rnold Rose has been
associated with Beehive
Lane JACs way before
he became the deputy
chairman which he held for
nine months prior to taking
over the Chairmanship of the
branch when Jean Finn zl died
in December 2017.

He was a member of Beehive
Synagogue’s Choir since it
started in the l960’s, and
latterly used to get cakes and
milk for the JACs organization
when it met at the synagogue.
Arnold’s wife passed away in
2012, and he became a
member of JACs after that and
did go on the committee and
provide a very useful service
obtaining important items such
as a microphone and various
equipment which they needed.
The committee must have
recognized his worth as they
had no hesitation in appointing
him to higher office!
Subsequently, of course, he
obtained the top job!!
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Arnold was married to his dear
wife for nearly 59 years, and
she passed away at 80 years
of age in December 2012 – it
was a long and happy
marriage blessed with two
children, a son and a daughter,
who in turn have progeny of
their own. His son has four
children – 3 boys and a girl,
and his daughter has one boy
of 20 years of age who shares
a birthday with one of his
cousins. He also has two
sisters, one who lives in
Leicester aged 72 and the
other resides in Chigwell aged
80, so what with one thing and
another it is a pretty large
group. Arnold, himself, is now
86 years old and celebrates
his birthday in November, and
I guess it will be great
celebrations on the 19.11 with
the family.
He was educated at the
Jewish Secondary School
based in Bedfordshire run by
Dr Schonfield and Dr Dihan
Grunfield. Now this august
establishment is better known
as the Hasmonian Grammar
School as they moved to
Hendon after the War and
changed their name. Arnold
was 13 when he left school
and then went back to
Leicester where his parents
resided. The whole family
originally lived in London’s
East End but were evacuated
to Leicester. He also spent a
year in a Jewish Hostel up in
Wales, run by Rabbi Unterman
(who was from Liverpool), but
left at the tender age of 14 to
rejoin his family in Leicester
and take up a job in a clothing
factory, making coats and

costumes, in the tailoring
department. He actually
wanted to learn to be a pattern
cutter but had to take hobson’s
choice!

So for six months he applied
himself to tailoring, but then
moved down to London in
order to make his fortune at 15
years of age. There he
achieved his ambition as he
worked with a London cousin
who was running a ladies
dress factory in Dalston, and
this relation took Arnold under
his wing and taught him
cutting. Additionally, he
attended Regents Street
Polytechnic to refine his art.
However, after a year he
decided to rejoin his parents in
Leicester and went into his
parent’s business ‘doing
markets’ – helping them for a
number of years, until he was
18 and called up for National
Service. As well as doing two
year’s National Service he also
had to do two years territorial.
The training he received was
in the medical core and he
became a nursing orderly.
After National Service he
rejoined his parents and the
family business, and started
making skirts for the business.
He also used to do some
negotiations in his line in
London, visiting manufacturers
of skirts and jeans, and on his
travels met the father of the
girl he was to marry! In 1954
he got married and bought a
house in Ilford which he still
lives in! Arnold fondly
remembers that they got
married at Shackwell Lane
Synagogue in Stoke
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My prediction? That the job of doomsayer will always be secure.
Laurence Dodds

Newington and had the
reception at the Town Hall, and
by all events it was a
memorable occasion. He
then went into business with
his father in law sharing a
factory which manufactured
blouses and other items and
this lasted a few years, but
then he was asked to run a
factory in Islington – an
opportunity too good to miss
as they manufactured, among
other notable names, Norman
Hartnell apparel. After a 5
year stint another opportunity
presented itself as managing
the factory for Cresta Couture
– they had shops in Bond
Street and were considered
high class. Unfortunately,
after 5 years the bubble burst
and he was made redundant.
Nevertheless – Arnold was
pragmatic. He had always
been a keen amateur
photographer and now took
it up in a big way. So
much so he has
been a

photographer now for over 30
years and ‘does’ weddings,
barmitzvahs, family portraits,
and indeed anything you would
like! Indeed he took pictures
for the Jewish Chronicle
supplement ….. and is
versatile and can do any type
of snap your heart desires!

On the hobbies front singing is
definitely number one. He
joined the Synagogue Choir
and the London Jewish Male
Choir late in the 60’s, and has
been with them for over 40
years. He then had a brief
stint with the London Cantorial
Singers, but because he was
with the Male Choir for their
50th, 60th, 70th and 80th
anniversaries (they were
formed in 1926), he went back
in 2016 for their 90th
anniversary and has been
there since.
He was a member of AJEX
and was on the Committee at
Woodford, but unfortunately
the branch had to close due to
lack of members.
An ardent Shual goer, Arnold
attends Synagogue every
Shabbat and sings in
the Choir
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for all events and for Saturday
services as well.

He and his wife did have a
King Charles Spaniel dog and
a Persian cat for a number of
years, but when the cat died at
a venerable age of 16 they
decided ‘enough was enough’.
About BEEHIVE LANE …..
there are approximately 70
members and attendance
ranges from 40-60 people
each time they meet. The
committee consists of a good
treasurer, Les Barnett,
programmer Dennis
Abrahams, Rose Nerden
helping with the membership
and ladies who help with the
tea and serving: Queenie, two
Sylvia’s and Sheila.
All in all everyone seems to
enjoy the programme and
members seem to prefer
singers to speakers.

Finally – to end on a positive
note – the club, under Arnold’s
leadership – is flourishing.
Long may the bees be buzzing
at Beehive Lane!
Angela Feuer
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It is impossible to be happy while one’s mother in law is still alive.
Juvenal

IF G-D LIVES ANYWHERE, HE MUST LIVE IN JERUSALEM

here have been periods
in recent history, when
the political and
diplomatic backdrop has not
always been favourable, and
sometimes extremely
dangerous. But prayers have
always been said in
Jerusalem.

The Jewish community offer
their prayers at the Western
Wall. Above them the
Muslims pray in their holy
mosques in what is known as
the temple area. Christians
flock in their thousands
through the vast doors of the
church of the Holy Sepulchre.
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It has been said that if G-d
lives anywhere, he must live
in Jerusalem.

If politically Jerusalem is still
unfinished business,
touristically its sudden
changes of ethnic pace are
part of the entertainment. It
manages to be both familiarly
western and tenaciously
middle-eastern, almost in the
same camera frame. And,
where else outside the
Commonwealth would there
be a King George Street.
We took a walk within the
great city walls. Every alley

gave on to a surprise – a
square containing some
Roman ruin, a new residential
development, a memorial.
Turning a corner we were in a
fresh ethnic quarter; the Old
City’s delineations, Armenian,
Muslim, Christian and Jewish,
begin as suddenly as
London’s China Town when
you walk off St Martin’s Lane.

The main coast road ran
northwards. This one day
could be the littoral route
thrusting through Lebanon,
Syria, Turkey and into
Europe. But for the moment it
comes to an end just above
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I had a wonderful childhood, which is tough, because it’s hard to adjust to a miserable adulthood.
Larry David

Acre, only a few miles to the
north of that city.
This stretch of road is full of
guide-book one liners. The
Wingate Institute – named
after British general Orde
Wingate, of Chindit fame. –
Netanya – speculatively
named after the founder of
Levi Strauss whom the civic
fathers targeted as a possible
benefactor.
On past the formidable
outposts of Christian resolve,
the now derelict Crusader
castles. We think of the
Crusaders as heroes shining
out of our past, while
lackluster stand-ins like King
John ran the place. In the
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Holy Land we meet them as
invaders in a place of
thunderous fortifications.

So, in a land so good at
repelling invaders, the only
man allowed to stride ashore
decisively is Bill Gates of
Microsoft, the name on the
gleaming new hi-tech
factories south of Haifa.

Onwards into Haifa, which
commands a panoramic view
from the summit of Mount
Carmel of the spectacular
gardens and golden dome of
the temple dedicated to the
Bahai faith. Below the temple
of one of the Mediterranean’s
great bays with views towards

Acre, and that is as far as we
can see. Beyond Acre is the
border with South Lebanon.

It is never possible to shut out
political realities for long here,
as the shores of the sea of
Galilee to the east are
overshadowed by the Golan
Heights close to the Syrian
border. In chill contrast to the
balmy air of optimism further
south, here in the north the
aim seemed to crackle with
tension. Some old wounds
seem longer to heal than
others.
Harry Fenton - Chigwell
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If I am selling to you, I speak your language. If I am buying, dann mussen sie Deutsch sprechen.
Willy Brandt

MICHAEL SKAPINKER, ASSOCIATE EDITOR, FINANCIAL
TIMES TALK AT JEWISH ASSOCIATION OF CULTURAL
SOCIETIES JACS IN HARROW ON 6 FEBRUARY 2018

M

ichael Skapinker is an FT contributing editor and
columnist on business and society. He is also
executive editor of the FT-IE Corporate Learning
Alliance, the FT’s executive education arm. Born in South
Africa, he began his journalistic career in Greece. He joined
the FT in London in 1986 and has held many positions,
including FT Weekend editor, FT Special Reports editor and
management editor.

He received the Work Foundation Members’ Award for his
contribution to the understanding of working life in 2003 and
was named WorkWorld Media Awards Columnist of the
Year in 2008. At the Editorial Intelligence Comment Awards
he was named Business Commentator of the Year (2012)
and Business Ethics Commentator of the Year (2015).
Michael discussed issues including the future of the press.
Photos kindly taken by Geoff Wolfson.
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Nightingale Hammerson, leading specialists in residential care
We have been serving the Jewish Community for over 170 years,
and are helping to meet the increasing need for residential care
for the community.

We run two residential care homes, Nightingale House in South
London, and Hammerson House in North London, currently closed
for a major redevelopment and opening in 2020.
Offering a home for life:
Residential care, nursing care, specialist dementia care
through to palliative care
Nightingale House offers a friendly environment, on a beautiful 5
acre site. A hub of activity with a ground-breaking nursery onsite.

Visitors always welcome!
020 8772 2333 | fundraising@nightingalehammerson.org | www.nightingalehammerson.org
105 Nightingale Lane, London SW12 8NB | Registered Charity No: 207316

Always tell the truth. It’s the easiest thing to remember.
David Mamet

Rimes wot we rote...
THOUGHTS ON
VALENTINE’S DAY

Most publishers of printed cards
Employ their own established bards
To write the poems that they sell
To their assorted clientele.
In letters falsely filled with gold
Their sentiments are but a mould
To fit the minds of others, who
The art of writing verse eschew,
Who like to see their thoughts portrayed
Upon a postcard, ready made.

IF MY HEART COULD TALK
Could it be the thought of spring time,
That makes the living so worthwhile.
Or rather more, the laughter, and the
sunshine in your smile.

The poets always tell us, in those words
that match and rhyme
Of wonderful expressions that erase the
length of time.

Then someone rare and special
Finds their way into your heart.
And a brand new world you never knew
has now began to start.

It’s time to count your blessings
And to mean those words you say
Don’t waste this golden moment,
Here, at last, youv’e found your way.

David Rand – Southgate
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No wish, though thoughtfully expressed.
No vow of love, whate’er the zest,
Could ever totally disarm
The fair recipient, or charm
The reader, who is bound to think
But scornfully of printers ink,
And lovers, seeking verse that they
May to their sweethearts truths convey
Will not attract a sweet caress
By purchasing their tenderness.

Should I then use a borrowed line
Which might this day my thoughts define
Can words obtained with only cash
Be valued little more than trash
I could these printed poems hire
And with a standard phrase aspire
To move her, but could ne’er impart
The deep emotion in my heart
For thoughts impersonally shared
Have their veracity impaired.

The pen is mine, the words as well,
For what commissioned scribe could tell
The treasures that my soul can see
He has no purpose save his fee.
Insentient poet! Can you trace
A portrait of my loved one’s face
Describe the way her blue eyes gleam
When her sweet laughter fills my dream?
To her alone my thoughts incline
THEN I MUST WRITE HER VALENTINE!
Danny Green – Harrow Mosaic JACS
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If you’re going through hell, keep going.
Winston Churchill

MOO, MOO or MOOOO…..

he latest news on the agricultural front is
that farmers have claimed that cows moo
in regional accents. Charles Saachi
expounded this theory in an article stating that
herds in the West Country are supposed to
have the distinctive Somerset twang, more of a
moo-ar than just moo.
I spoke of this variation at a dinner party where
everyone looked at me as if I was ‘dippy’. My
hostess immediately checked up on Google,
and surprise, surprise my claim was
substantiated. I was not, as yet, gaga! – at
least in so far of this.

In the Midlands, farmers claim that their beasts
moo with Brummie accents, while Geordie tones
are heard in herds up in Tyne and Ware. It is
believed that cows pick up the accent from the
farmhands they are with for most of the time.

I find these different accents hard to reconcile
with the humble cow in diverse areas. If a
human being speaks with a Brummie accent,
for instance, how can he or she recognize that
the animal has an accent as well? The only
way is to scientifically record the moos from
cows in different areas and see if they differ.
On the U.S. National Public Radio ‘How to do
everything’ podcast Sir Patrick Stewart
entertained audiences when he was asked the
question ‘What do English cows sound like
when they moo?’ He explained that the dialects
of animals, like those of their human
counterparts, illustrate that theirs is a society
dominated by class, social status and location.
He went on to say that the sound made by a
cow from West Oxfordshire (an upper class
area frequented by many educated well-to-do
individuals) is quite an upper class bray
compared to those from West Yorkshire.
Brahma cattle’s initial home was that of India
and they moo differently from their English
cousin with more of a brief bellow whereas
some cows moo longer and louder.

Apparently in the USA, breeds that were
imported and bred in the South sound very
PESACH

different to those in the North, just like their
human counterparts. It is true that
environmental influences can not only be
attributed to humans but also to animals, and
there are many instances where animals are
adopted and take on the characteristics of
whom they are in contact with.

When I was in Spain, I regaled my family with
this concept, and so we tried to put it to the test.
Would the cows moo with a Spanish accent?
Sadly, even though we discovered a herd and I
tried hard to get them to respond to my own
specific English moo – they declined to even
look in my direction, and the experiment was
deemed null and void. Nevertheless, I am
going to try again, armed with my trusty tape
recorder. Perhaps my research will then join
that of the West Country Farmhouse
Cheesemakers group who first reported the
fluctuations in the cows’ notable different moos,
backed up by the National Farmers Union and
supported by no less a personage as Professor
Jeanine Treffers-Daller at the University of
Reading.
August company indeed……. Moo oo oo to you
too!!
Angela Feuer
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I never travel without my diary. One should always have something sensational to read in the train.
Oscar Wilde

IF YOU WANT TO GET ON –
FAKE IT!

Who says faking isn’t the way forward? The UK
has produced some of the world’s most
prodigious art forgers. These are some of this
select band.
John Myatt faked more than 200 works by the
swiss abstract sculptor and painter Giacometti,
using KY jelly and emulsion paint. He was
arrested in 1995 after a decade of profitable
work, and sentenced to a year in prison where
he was nicknamed – Picasso. After his release
he became an artist in his own right.

Shaun Greenhalgh, assisted by his
octogenarian parents and brother, copied works
by L S Lowry, Paul Gauguin and Barbara
Hepworth. He fooled the art world for 17 years
and was sentenced to a four year term in
prison. He was released in 2010, and now has
his own art website.
Tom Keating said he forged Old Masters
including Renoir and Rembrandt in a protest
against an art establishment that grew rich at
the expense of artists. Charges against him
were dropped due to ill health though his
condition miraculously improved soon after!

Eric Hebborn passed drawings by artists such
as Van Dyck, Rubens and Breughol, but came
to a sticky end when he was murdered in
Rome.

Wolfgang Beltracchi got away with his forgeries
for a long time, until he copied a painting by
German expressionist Heinrich Campendonk,
who died in 1957. The problem arose about his
painting ‘Red Painting with Horses’ which sold
for over a million pounds in 2006. Professor
Estaugh who caught him out discovered that
the master forger had made an error by using
two historically inappropriate colours. The most
important of which was titanium dioxide white –
a pigment which wasn’t widely available in 1914
when the painting was dated. Apparently white
titanium wasn’t introduced until after 1916.
Since his release from prison two years ago
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Wolfgang has staged numerous solo exhibitions
and is regarded as a fine artist in his own right.
Like the others above, his own signature now
appears on his work.
It is germane to note that all of this group could
have been talented artists in their own right
initially, but recognition and acceptance take
time. The alternative is to use ones
considerable talent in forging – thus cocking a
snoop at the art establishment, and getting
millions in the process.

Finally, from my neighbour, two doors away – a
titbit about Jago Stone, a cat-burglar (not so
successful as he was caught!) who became an
artist when in prison and goes around the
country painting peoples houses and selling
them to the owners. My neighbour actually has
one of these watercolours of her house on her
walls. One does tend to wonder whether this is
just an excuse for ‘casing the joint’ …. But who
knows……………… (If you are interested in
this individual you can look him up on Google)
Angela Feuer

PESACH

I wonder how many chameleons snuck on to the Ark.
Adam Hess

RAYMOND’S ROUGE
DE TOMATE

A spicy soup for Pesach which is VERY EASY to make …….
Ingredients: 2 tins of tomatoes – chopped and plum
1 large carrot – cut up
1 onion – finely chopped
1 small potato
2 mushrooms
3 pints water
Mustard seeds (optional)
Cumin seeds
Ground pepper to taste
Add sugar/sweetener to taste

METHOD: Put all ingredients in a large pot and bring to boil, then simmer until
vegetables are cooked

TIP – If you have overseasoned your soup just add a raw cut potato to the mixture
and it will take away the overkill. Remember to remove the potato prior to serving
the soup!

MUSHROOMS ARE ALL THE RAGE FOR 2018

Key predictions – a little bird told me for 2018 are that Brits will eat less meat and more
mushrooms and powders. Soy will be numero uno on the list, and it is true that retailers are
cashing in on the meat free trend. M&S is selling vegan, soy-based ‘beef mince and chicken
chunks’; Sainsbury has vegan pizzas and sweets. The humble onion and garlic will grow in
popularity due to their prebiotics and there will be a rise in booze-free drinks. I have also noticed
that TV ads recently are promoting soy based sausages as healthier for kids, and they are so
attractively portrayed that I am even thinking of getting some myself.

The colour purple is also having a terrific revival. It has always been associated with the ‘royals’,
and thus has enjoyed some popularity – clotheswise, especially in the winter months, but now
foodies are cashing in to its appeal with
vegetables. Waitrose says it expects purple
versions of carrots, sweet potatoes, figs,
cabbage and aubergines (which I think are
purple anyway!) to fly off the shelves. Would
you purchase these items yourself
even if they are slightly more
expensive? My contention is
that a sprout is just a sprout
even if it is a different shade
but I guess some folk might opt
for the novelty factor.
PESACH
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GOOD NEWS

Inspiration usually comes during work, rather than before it.
Novelist Madeleine L’Engle

x Mazaltov to Terry and Alan
Colin for their 10th great
grandchild Adina Leah.
(They look so young I
cannot believe it.)
Northwood

x Mazel Tov to Terry Colin
who celebrated her 90th
birthday in great style.
Northwood

x Mazel Tov to Helen and
Gerry Shapira on their
diamond wedding
celebration – 60 years have
passed in a flash!
Northwood
x Mazel Tov and heartiest
congratulations to a ‘with it’
lady – Polly Davis who will
be 90 years old on 5 June.
(Long may she do the
catering in her own
inimitable style!)
Woodside Park

x Mazel Tov to Arnold Rose
who is 86 years old – many
congratulations.
Beehive Lane

A

RISQUE JOKE!

x Mazel Tov to Minnie Allsutch
102 years young!
May we all be as ‘with it’ at
her great age.
Honorary Member at
Southgate JACS
x Mazel Tov to Pearl Ratner
who PG was a venerable
100 last September.
A lovely lady at Northwood

x Mazel Tov and good news
on the Feuer Family front –
Adam Feuer who is
attending Warwick
University has just been
selected to go to Hong
Kong University for a year!
A wonderful achievement
and for making his whole
family proud including
Grandma Angela.
Northwood JACS

x Mazeltov to Gloria Holman
who has just had the news
that she has a third great
grandchild born in Israel.
Woodside Park JACS

fter a long night of making love, the guy notices a photo of another man, on the
woman’s nightstand by the bed. He begins to worry. ‘Is this your husband?’ he
nervously asks. ‘No, silly,’ she replies, snuggling up to him. ‘Your boyfriend, then?’ he
continues. ‘No, not at all,’ she says, nibbling away at his ear. ‘Is it your dad or your brother?’
he inquires, hoping to be reassured. ‘No, no, no! You are so hot when you’re jealous!’ she
answers. ‘Well, who in the hell is he, then?’ he demands.
She whispers in his ear... ‘That’s me before the surgery.’...

DOCTOR JOKE!

Doctor: "I'm sorry but you suffer from a terminal illness and have only 10 to live."
Patient: "What do you mean, 10? 10 what? Months? Weeks?!"
Doctor: "Nine, eight, seven, six...."

BULL JOKE!

A man asks a farmer near a field, “Sorry sir, would you mind if I crossed your field instead of
going around it? You see, I have to catch the 4:23 train.”

The farmer says, “Sure, go right ahead. And if my bull sees you, you’ll even catch the 4:11 one.”
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I love being a writer. What I can’t stand is the paperwork.
Peter De Vries

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR
Dear Angela,
✐ Wonderful journal – only just received it as
I was in Israel.
Best wishes, Gloria Holman

Dear Angela,
✐ Congratulations on your excellent JACS
Journal - I particularly liked your Editor’s
Message ‘Don’t worry, be happy’ as it
reminded me of my South African friends
who said ‘today is the tomorrow you
worried about yesterday. It has arrived and
all is well.’ The variety you provide in the
publication is outstanding.
Best wishes,
Sheila Levitt – Stonegrove
Dear Angela,
✐ I have just read the latest journal and you
have kept up with your previous high
standards. Well done.
Best wishes,
Joe Melnick – Northwood

S

Dear Angela,
✐ Re Holiday in Eastbourne
In potted version – the arrival was very well
organized, and we were kept busy all day
long with activities. The sandwich lunches
were excellent and the afternoons saw a
gaggle of people playing cards, scrabble
and rummy. Every evening we had
entertainment which consisted of
filmshows and dancing.
A wonderful time was had by all! Thank you
most sincerely Barbara and Harold for your
hard work in making the holiday such a
success and so memorable.
Best wishes, Cynthia Benjamin – Mill Hill
☎ Estelle Bernside of Northwood rang to say
how much she enjoyed Vivienne Cowen
and Harry Fenton’s article on How the
Internet Started and thought the mag was
excellent.

☎ I had a very nice phone call from a
gentleman by the name of Eddie Summers
of Winchmore Hill who is a guest speaker
and who has spoken at many of JACs’
clubs. He wanted to be put on the mailing
list for the magazine as he found it very
interesting and a good read. Eddie told me
that he wrote a book called “Enough
Already” which was very popular among
the Jewish Fraternity, and he is a regular
speaker at various establishments. It is
good to know that JACs Journal is popular
among the wider public.

A TITBIT ABOUT GORDON BROWN

een in The Times – In his early days as an MP, Gordon gave
a 45 minute speech on Pensions to a group of elderly Scots.
When he finally sat down nobody clapped, and his host
apologized to the crowd because their food had gone cold.

“Why has everything gone wrong,” asked Brown.

“I spoke for 45 minutes, just like you asked.”
The host replied: “I’m afraid I said four to five minutes, Mr Brown.”
PESACH
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No matter how dirty your past is, your future is still spotless.
Drake

A ROBOT THAT CAN ATTEND
SCHOOL
The first person in Britain to receive such a robot is
Jade Gadd, 17, from Durham. She suffers from EhlersDanlos syndrome,
which leaves her bed
bound for weeks at a time.
Now when she can’t get to
school, she can send her robot,
nicknamed R2-Bee2 in her place.
Sitting on a desk, it will record everything
that her teacher and classmates say. Relaying
the footage to her computer in real time, it
allows her to ask and answer questions too.
Created by a Norwegian firm called No Isolation the machine is thought to be the first
of its kind in the UK.

UNINSURED GEMS
Did you know that pictures only get insured when
they go on tour? The cost to the Exchequer would be
so huge, it couldn’t afford to pay for it. The safety of the
paintings rests on the vigilance of its staff. “The room
attendants are extremely highly trained in all sorts of
things.” Says Rothschild “including how to intercept
lunatics.” One of the most famous paintings in the
National Gallery is The Ambassadors, by Hans Holbein
the Younger, painted in 1553. The picture was lately
estimated to be worth £200m, yet as the gallery’s
chairman, Hannah Rothschild, admitted – it isn’t insured.
Nor are any of the gallery’s other pictures! They only get insured when they go on tour. Makes
one wonder whether it is worth insuring our personal possessions doesn’t it!!

BELFAST HOLIDAY DESTINATION
One doesn’t naturally think of Belfast as a natural for a
short break but there is a lot to enjoy. Think of
experiencing the world-class restaurants and pubs and
visiting the Titanic Belfast Museum which is a sensational
memorial to the city’s maritime past. Combine these
pleasures with taking a Wee Tram Tour of the Titanic
Quarter or catch a specialist taxi to the Shankill Road
where a driver who is part historian and part comedian
gives you the low down on where the guns have been
silent for nigh on two decades. I am advised that the tour is fascinating, lyrical and thought provoking…
..VisitBelfast.com. Of course you can also visit Stormont as well. I thoroughly enjoyed Belfast – even more
than Dublin’s fair city.
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If ignorance is bliss, why aren’t there more happy people in the world?
Stephen Fry

THE UNSAVOURY TRUTH
ABOUT SQUARE
DANCING

People like square dancing. It
seems to appeal to all ages and
particularly so in the good old USA!
Did you know that if you go to High
School in America the chances are
that at some point you’ll be made
to learn square dancing in gym
class. This is probably regarded as
a quaint tradition, but the sad truth
is that it owes more to America’s
legacy of racism and antiSemitism. The person responsible
for so many pupils learning the dosi-do is the Founder of the Ford
Motor Company, Henry Ford who
championed square dancing in the
1920’s in the hope of counteracting
what he believed as the
unwholesome influence of jazz.
Like Adolf Hitler, who mentioned
Ford approvingly in Mein Kampf,
Ford hated Jewish people. He
believed that they invented jazz to
corrupt the masses. Consequently
he poured money into square
dancing, funded clubs and
radio shows, published
manuals for aspiring
instructors, and
campaigned for the
dance to be taught in
schools’ gym
classes.
Despite his
efforts jazz
prevailed
together
with its
adversary square
dancing – both taking a
place of status in America
– and deemed as
‘wholesome as
American pie!’

PESACH

ARE THEY ADVANCED OR
WHAT?

A new London nursery is to offer
Mandarin classes for one year
olds. Safari Kid, which has opened
in Islington, is an outpost of a chain
founded in Silicon Valley for the
children of tech magnates. Pupils
will be taught about money and
given pointers on public speaking.
By the time they start school, the
nursery says, they will be up to two
years ahead of their peers. Are
they having us on?

BOTOX MAKES
ANYTHING BEAUTIFUL

A dozen camels have been
disqualified from an annual camel
beauty contest in Saudi Arabia,
because their handlers used Botox
to make them even more
handsome. The pageant is part of
the month-long King Abdulaziz
Camel Festival outside the capital,
Riyadh. Prizes for all competitions
total $57m, so the pressure to
cheat is intense. Full, droopy lips
and large features – a look that can
be synthesized using Botox – are
key to success in camel beauty
competitions.

WHY IS IT CALLED THE
PARROT POT?

Try as I might I
cannot see a
connection …
this pot waters
your plants for
you – it
monitors how
thirsty they are
and tops them
up with water
when they
need it. Once you have filled the
built in reservoir, you can leave the
pot for up to a month at a time. It
costs £40 from www.parrot.com.

PREHISTORIC REMAINS
IN ISRAEL or WHAT BIG
TEETH YOU HAVE
GRANDMA

A fossil, a fragment of upper
jawbone with several teeth, was
found at Misliya Cave on Mount
Carmel in Northern Israel. The
find increases the likelihood that
we had contact with Neanderthals
and other hominins around the
time, possibly displacing them or
breeding with them. The teeth are
bigger than most seen today but
clearly recognizable as being from
a member of our species, reported
in Journal Science. Other
evidence from the cave shows that
the intrepid settlers were settling in
after journeying out of Africa and
doing their usual tasks such as
hunting, lighting fires and using a
kit of stone tools. This discovery of
the oldest human fossil found
outside Africa has shown that the
first wanderers left the continent at
least 175,000 years ago, 50,000
years earlier than was known.

HELP!! MY PET IS
LOST……..

Do not despair,
V-PET by
Vodafone is
here; you will
never lose
track of your
furry companion with this connected
Kippy tracker which can be
attached to your dog or cat’s collar.
It has built in GPS tracking and is
able to keep you constantly
informed (via a smartphone app) of
your pet’s precise location. You can
also keep up to date with how your
animal feels with the Kippy Vita S
which monitors your pet’s activity so
you know it’s healthy and happy.
Big Brother is here for animals too!
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Michael worried that going blind at just
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